
Dear Friends in Christ, 

We are most certainly living in chaotic and uncertain times. I must admit, it is truly a strange time to begin as a new pastor. Nor-
mally, you get a bit of breathing room at the start--we priests like to refer to it as the "honeymoon period." This is the time before 
too much criticism or questioning sets in. It would seem that this year, with the virus and our divisive political environment that 
that we are in, conditions are different. It seems that many are on edge and many things are now political, therefore the shortness 
of tempers is showing. 

It has been strange that in the same week that I have been criticized for being both too hard (“we need our freedom”) and too soft 
(“you don’t respect my health”) on our call to follow the diocesan policies when it comes to the Coronavirus. These guidelines are 
derived from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Centers for Disease Control. Frankly, it leaves you scratching your 
head on what to do. I suspect it won’t get any easier now. 

As most of you are likely aware, Governor Evers has issued a new mandate that requires the wearing of a face covering in most 
indoor settings. This includes at Mass. The guidance before was recommended before by the diocese, it is now REQUIRED by the 
state that we wear face coverings at Mass and any other indoor gathering. There are some exceptions, and I will pull them directly 
from the Governor’s order and list them below.  I am neither a doctor nor a lawyer, and I cannot interpret the meaning of this or-
der or its exceptions. I immediately recognize that some of you are going to be unhappy on either side of this issue. I wish that was-
n’t so. 

Let me just say a couple of things. First, everyone is still under the dispensation from the Bishop that states that no one during this 
crisis is required to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. Live streaming of at least one Mass will be taking place, if 
at all possible, each weekend. However, personally, I am glad to see whoever desires to come. It is hard to meet my parishioners 
when I can’t see you. Secondly, please leave politics at the church entrance. If you want to work one side of the issue or another 
outside of Church, that is your First Amendment right. Right now, we are just trying to be good citizens, and we try to have respect 
and to have concern for one another. Thank you. 

A note about the school. We are still trying our best to open the school - in person, all week - this fall. We are working through a 
myriad of issues in an attempt to make that happen. You are likely aware that the Watertown Unified School District voted this 
week to open with virtual learning, only (no in-person instruction). We do rely upon some services from the school district, and we 
are trying to work to see what impact that has upon our school programming. Sherry Harms, our principal, has a ton on her plate 
working though all of this. I can’t thank her enough for her efforts to try to work through the issues—because there are plenty. 
Again, our intention at this time with the information that we have at this moment, is that we want to open the school. We recog-
nize that this, too, is a divisive issue, and we have heard from many parents on both sides of this subject, loudly sometimes. We 
want the best for your children. We don’t want to put them knowingly at risk, nor do we want to slow their development. We just 
want to try to do the best we can in a next-to-impossible environment. 

We are now closing the normal registration period for the school. We will use the registrations that we have at this time to deter-
mine our staff assignments and classroom assignments. Since, at this time, students are required to be distanced by six feet in the 
classroom, this reduces the number of children that we can have in a given classroom. In some grades, we may be able to accept a 
few more children, but others may be placed upon a wait list to see if space develops or if virtual learning becomes a viable option. 
We know that this is an incredibly hard choice for parents to make right now. I’m sure that many feel that the weight of the world 
is on them trying to decide what is best for their children. Know that we are with you and praying for you and your family. We want 
nothing but the best for you. 

Even though this has been a hard and long road, we will eventually get past this crisis. This is a time to find peace and strength 
through our relationship with God. Even if others disagree with our position on a given issue, it doesn’t mean that we have to go to 
war with them. Find first the things we have in common, because they are so much more than what divides us. 

May God Bless you all, 

Fr. Vince 
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